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Fifth Sunday after Epiphany 
Bethlehem Lutheran Church 
February 9, 2025 
Sunday 10:00 a.m. 
 

Welcome to All!  We are glad that you are able to 
worship with us today. Please fill out a 
connection card in the pews if you like.  
During the service, we will sit or stand in reverence 
to our Lord.  Please do what is physically 
comfortable and reverent for you.  For those who are unable to receive 
Communion near the altar and wish to have the Pastor administer it at your 
seat, please obtain a red and white card from one of the ushers and hold it up at 
Communion time to alert the Pastor.  If you or a little one would like to receive 
a blessing instead of Holy Communion, we invite you to come forward and cross 
your arms at the time of Communion.  Please feel free to introduce yourself to 
our Pastor and fill in your name, address, etc in the guest book near the 
entrance to the sanctuary. 
 

Evangelical Lutheran Worship – Setting 3, page 138 
 
Pre-Worship Music/Announcements 
 
Prelude  
 

   GATHERING 
 

Confession and Forgiveness 
 

P: Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, our creator, our protector, 
our wellspring of life. 
C:  Amen. 
 
P: Trusting that God receives our words and the meditations of our hearts, let 

us confess our sin. 

Silence is kept for reflection. 

P: Merciful God, 

C: … you speak blessing and compassion into the world.  
Forgive us for the ways we act with judgment, cruelty, or 
indifference.  We ignore the needs of our neighbors; we resist 
your call to oppose injustice; we give in to scarcity and fear; 
we assume the worst about one another. Cleanse us from our 
faults and release us from their grasp.  Show us your 
lovingkindness.  Restore our hearts and repair your world, 
that we may live in Christ’s ways.  Amen. 
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P: God proclaims these words of assurance:  “Do not fear, for I have redeemed 

you.  I have called you by name. You are mine.”  In ☩ Christ, you are forgiven. 
In the Spirit, you are made free.  Refreshed by the waters of mercy, live anew as 
beloved children of God. 
C: Amen. 
 
Gathering Hymn    Holy, Holy, Holy, Lord God Almighty!  ELW 413 

Greeting 
 
A:  The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of 
the Holy Spirit be with you all.  C:  And also with you. 
 
Kyrie (lead by Pastor Paul) 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

(continued on next page) 
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Hymn of Praise Glory to God 
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Prayer of the Day  
 
A:  Let us pray together…  
C:  Most holy God, the earth is filled with your glory, and before you 
angels and saints stand in awe. Enlarge our vision to see your power 
at work in the world, and by your grace make us heralds of your Son, 
Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.  Amen. 
 

WORD 
 
First Lesson   Isaiah 6:1-13
   
Through a vision in the temple, the eighth-century prophet Isaiah is called by 
God to announce judgment against Israel. Aware of his sinfulness and 
shortcomings, Isaiah is initially hesitant. But when God calls, Isaiah responds, 
“Here am I; send me!” 
 
1 In the year that King Uzziah died, I saw the Lord sitting on a throne, high and 
lofty; and the hem of his robe filled the temple. 2 Seraphs were in attendance 
above him; each had six wings: with two they covered their faces, and with two 
they covered their feet, and with two they flew. 3 And one called to another and 
said: “Holy, holy, holy is the Lord of hosts; the whole earth is full of his glory.” 
4 The pivots on the thresholds shook at the voices of those who called, and the 
house filled with smoke. 5 And I said: “Woe is me! I am lost, for I am a man of 
unclean lips, and I live among a people of unclean lips; yet my eyes have seen 
the King, the Lord of hosts!”   6 Then one of the seraphs flew to me, holding a 
live coal that had been taken from the altar with a pair of tongs. 7 The seraph 
touched my mouth with it and said: “Now that this has touched your lips, your 
guilt has departed and your sin is blotted out.” 8 Then I heard the voice of the 
Lord saying, “Whom shall I send, and who will go for us?” And I said, “Here am 
I; send me!” 9 And he said, “Go and say to this people:  ‘Keep listening, but do 
not comprehend; keep looking, but do not understand.’  10 Make the mind of 
this people dull, and stop their ears, and shut their eyes, so that they may not 
look with their eyes, and listen with their ears, and comprehend with their 
minds, and turn and be healed.”  11 Then I said, “How long, O Lord?” And he 
said: “Until cities lie waste without inhabitant, and houses without people, 
and the land is utterly desolate;  

(continued on next page) 
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12 until the Lord sends everyone far away, and vast is the emptiness in the 
midst of the land.  13 Even if a tenth part remain in it, it will be burned again, 
like a terebinth or an oak whose stump remains standing when it is felled.” 
The holy seed is its stump. 
 
L:  The Word of the Lord. 
C:  Thanks be to God. 
 

 
Psalmody   Psalm 138 
 
1 I will give thanks to you, O Lord, with my whole heart; before the gods I will  
sing your praise. 
2 I will bow down toward your holy temple and praise your name, 
because of your steadfast love and faithfulness; for you have 
glorified your name and your word above all things.  
 
3 When I called, you answered me; you increased my strength within me. 
4 All the rulers of the earth will praise you, O Lord, when they have 
heard the words of your mouth. 
 
5 They will sing of the ways of the Lord, that great is the glory of the Lord. 
6 The Lord is high, yet cares for the lowly, perceiving the haughty 
from afar.  
 
7 Though I walk in the midst of trouble, you keep me safe; you stretch forth your 
hand against the fury of my enemies; your right hand shall save me. 
8 You will make good your purpose for me; O Lord, your steadfast 
love endures forever; do not abandon the works of your hands. 
 
Second Lesson   1 Corinthians 15:1-11
   
Paul delivers in a nutshell the story of the gospel that was given to him. In the 
lineage of the Christian faith, we have received the good news of God’s love 
from generations of believers before us, and we continue to tell this story to 
the world. 

 
1 Now I would remind you, brothers and sisters, of the good news that I 
proclaimed to you, which you in turn received, in which also you stand, 
2 through which also you are being saved, if you hold firmly to the 
message that I proclaimed to you—unless you have come to believe in 
vain.  3 For I handed on to you as of first importance what I in turn had 
received: that Christ died for our sins in accordance with the scriptures, 
4 and that he was buried, and that he was raised on the third day in 
accordance with the scriptures, 5 and that he appeared to Cephas, then 
to the twelve.  

(continued on next page) 
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6 Then he appeared to more than five hundred brothers and sisters at 
one time, most of whom are still alive, though some have died. 7 Then he 
appeared to James, then to all the apostles. 8 Last of all, as to one 
untimely born, he appeared also to me. 9 For I am the least of the 
apostles, unfit to be called an apostle, because I persecuted the church of 
God. 10 But by the grace of God I am what I am, and his grace toward 
me has not been in vain. On the contrary, I worked harder than any of 
them—though it was not I, but the grace of God that is with me. 
11 Whether then it was I or they, so we proclaim and so you have come to 
believe. 
 
L:   The Word of the Lord. 
C:  Thanks be to God. 
 
Gospel Acclamation Alleluia 

 
 
Gospel   Luke 5:1-11 
 
Jesus’ teaching of God’s word has begun to draw great crowds. For Simon, 
James, and John, Jesus’ teaching inspires hospitality, then obedience, and then 
risk. After Jesus’ creative power is revealed, fear and amazement leads these 
three fishermen to leave everything behind to become apostles. 
 
C: …Glory to you, O Lord… 
 
1 Once while Jesus was standing beside the lake of Gennesaret, and the crowd 
was pressing in on him to hear the word of God, 2 he saw two boats there at the 
shore of the lake; the fishermen had gone out of them and were washing their 
nets. 3 He got into one of the boats, the one belonging to Simon, and asked him 
to put out a little way from the shore. Then he sat down and taught the crowds 
from the boat. 4 When he had finished speaking, he said to Simon, “Put out into 
the deep water and let down your nets for a catch.” 5 Simon answered, “Master, 
we have worked all night long but have caught nothing. Yet if you say so, I will 
let down the nets.” 6 When they had done this, they caught so many fish that 
their nets were beginning to break. 

(continued on next page) 
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 7 So they signaled their partners in the other boat to come and help them. And 
they came and filled both boats, so that they began to sink. 8 But when Simon 
Peter saw it, he fell down at Jesus’ knees, saying, “Go away from me, Lord, for I 
am a sinful man!” 9 For he and all who were with him were amazed at the catch 
of fish that they had taken; 10 and so also were James and John, sons of 
Zebedee, who were partners with Simon. Then Jesus said to Simon, “Do not be 
afraid; from now on you will be catching people.” 11 When they had brought 
their boats to shore, they left everything and followed him. 
 
P:  The Gospel of the Lord. 
C:  Praise to you, O Christ. 
 
Sermon  Pastor Paul Busekist 
 

Hymn of the Day      O God of Light ELW 507 
 
Apostle’s Creed 
 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 
 
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, who was 
conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under 
Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried; he descended to 
the dead.  On the third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven, 
he is seated at the right hand of the Father, and he will come to judge 
the living and the dead. 
 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion 
of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and 
the life everlasting.  Amen. 
 
Prayers of Intercession:  response after each petition: “Hear our prayer” 
(Before prayer) A:  With the Spirit of Christ shining upon us, let us boldly pray 
for the church, the world, and all of creation. (Conclusion) P: We entrust our 
prayers to you, O God, in the sure and certain hope that your promise is 
revealed among the people. 
C:  Amen. 
 
Sharing of the Peace (Let us give one another a sign of peace according to your 

comfort level.) 

P:  The peace of Christ be with you always. 
C:  And also with you. 
   MEAL 
 
Offering  (Please be seated.) 
 
Offering Song:   Zeke Clemons 
 
Offertory        We Place Upon Your Table, Lord (v 1 & 3) ELW 467 
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Offering Prayer 
 

A:  Let us pray together. 
C: God of grace, your love reaches to the heavens, and your 
abundance to the depths of the seas.  Bless what we offer to your 
service:  our gifts, our abilities, and our hearts.  Let us overflow with 
gratitude and generosity, now and always.  Amen. 
 
Great Thanksgiving 

 

 
Great Thanksgiving (continued) 
P:  It is indeed right, our duty and our joy…we praise your name and join their 
unending hymn… 
 

   Holy, Holy, Holy 

 

 

 
 

(continued on next page) 



9 
 

 
 
Words of Institution 
 
The Lord’s Prayer 
 
 Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, 
 thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in 
 heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us 
 our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against 
 us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from  
 evil.  For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the 
 glory, forever and ever.  Amen. 
 
P:  The gifts of God for the people of God.  Taste and see that the Lord is good. 
**Please note:  Gluten-free wafers and white grape juice are available. 
 
Communion Lamb of God 

 

 

 
Communion Hymns 
   Around You, O Lord Jesus ELW 468 
   O Bread of Life from Heaven ELW 480 
 
Post-Communion Blessing 
 
P:  The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in 
his grace.  C:  Amen. 
 



10 
 

Post-Communion Canticle  
  

Thankful Hearts 

 

 

Prayer after Communion 
 
A:  Let us pray. Nourishing God, at this table you have refreshed us with holy 
gifts of food and drink.  Strengthen us for service, and send us out to embody 
your good news of liberation and healing for the sake of the world.  In the name 
of Christ we pray, 
C:  Amen. 

SENDING 
Blessing 
 

P: The Spirit of the triune God ☩ bless you with joy, anoint you with 
compassion, and send you in love.   
C:  Amen. 
 
Sending Song         Holy God, We Praise Your Name      ELW 414 
  
Dismissal 
A:  Go in peace. Live in hope. 
C:  Thanks be to God. 
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2/9—Zachary Word             2/12—Nathan Goebel              2 /14—Kelly Thomson (Bauer) 
2/10—Claudia Heindl          2/12—Doug Cunningham        2/15—Martha Sheehan      
2/11—Joe White 
 
Worship Servants for February 9 
Assisting Minister—Sherri Helman 
Lector—Nancy Ammann 
Musicians: David Husser, Zeke Clemons, Denice Bossardet, Pr Paul 
Today’s altar flowers are donated: By John & Judi Block in Memory of John Sima 
Hospitality—Tom Fink / Deb Hissong 
A/V-- Paul Ton / Jim Hinds 
Cookies/Coffee— VOLUNTEER / Mary Ann Tanis 
Welcome Table— VOLUNTEER 
Bell Ringer— Tim Goebel 
Front Door Monitors:  John & Judi Block 
Altar Guild— Kate Holtfreter / Barbara Oster 
Tech Support—Julia Acker 
Counters—Kate Holtfreter / Suzanne Lehto 
 
The next XYZ potluck and presentation will be on Friday, February 14th.  After a 
delicious potluck lunch at noon, we will have a presentation from our own Peggy 
Burns on the different types of grief we experience through our life. We often don't 
realize that there is more than one type of grief that we may come across, and may 
not even realize that what we're feeling and dealing with is grief in some form. XYZ 
is open to any adult who would like to attend - we hope you can join us for delicious 
food and a great presentation! 
 
LET’S PLAY GAMES:  On February 16th after church let’s have a game day.  Please 
bring your favorite game and a snack to share.  There will be sandwich fixings and 
beverage available.   So come and have fun.  Please sign up in the Narthex. Any 
questions talk with Gail or Alanna.  
 
Are you grieving something from a death or something else? It could be any kind 
of loss, and it hurts. We have a place for you here at Bethlehem on the 1st Monday 
of the month from 3:30 to 4:30 and the 3rd Monday of the month from 5:30 to 6:30 
in the Youth Room.  The next date will be February 17.  If you have any questions, 
please contact Peggy Burns at 231 392-6913. 
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BOOK CLUB NEWS:  The next meeting will be Wed, Feb 19 at 5:30.  We will be 
reading “The Book of Lost Names” by Kristin Harmel.  Please enter the kitchen door 
and join us in the Fellowship Hall if you like to discuss good books.  Any questions 
can be directed to Cindy Monroe at cmonroe@chartermi.net. 
 
Our next Third Thursday Service will be on February 20th with a Taize 2 service.  
The meal will start at 5:45pm and will include a baked potato bar, with several 
toppings, salad, desserts and beverages., dessert and beverages.  The service 
begins at 7:00pm.  We hope to see you there. 
 
The church calendar is below.  Please be sure to notify the office 
(admin@bethlehemtc.org  or 231.947.9880) to be sure that your group is of the 
calendar. 
 
Sunday, February 9 
9:15am—Sunday School 
9:15am—Adult Education (YR) 
10:00am—Traditional Worship 
Service (S) 
 
Monday, February 10 
1:00pm—Finance Committee (CR) 
2:30pm—Choir rehearsal (S) 
3:00pm—Chair Yoga (FH) 
 
Tuesday, February 11 
Bulletin articles due today 
9:00am—LWR Quilters (FH) 
9:00am—Property Work Group 
1:00pm—Friendship Bible Study 
(Offsite) 
5:30pm—Y2A/Christian Ed (YR) 
6:30pm—Executive Committee 
(Zoom) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Wednesday, February 12 
9:00am—EPS Camera Maintenance 
9:30am—Adult Bible Study (Library) 
11:30am—Music Rehearsal (S) 
1:30pm—Zoom Bible Study (Zoom & 
YR) 
 
Thursday, February 13 
9:00am—Baby Pantry Set-up (FH) 
10:00am—Baby Pantry (FH) 
1:00pm—Rebecca Anna Circle 
(Library) 
5:30pm—ACA (FH) 
 
Friday, February 14 
12:00pm—XYZ (FH) 
 
Saturday, February 15 
9:30am—Youth Discipleship Retreat 
at Bethlehem 
8:00pm—AA (FH) 
 
Sunday, February 16 
9:15am—Sunday School 
9:15am—Adult Education (YR) 
10:00am--Worship Service (S) 
11:30am—Game Day (FH) 
2:00pm—Girl Scouts (Library) 

 
 
 
 


