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November 28, 2021 – 10am
Modern Worship, ELW Setting 4


Prelude Music

Announcements

Lighting of the Advent Candle – 	Light One Candle to Watch for Messiah (1st verse only, below)	ELW 240
Light one candle to watch for Messiah: let the light banish darkness. 
He shall bring salvation to Israel, God fulfills the promise.

Confession and Forgiveness

P:  Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, who alone does wonders, who lifts up the lowly, who fills the hungry with good things.
C:  Amen.

P: Let us confess our sin, trusting in the tender mercy of our God.

Silence is kept for reflection.

P:  God for whom we wait,
C: …in the presence of one another, we confess our sin before you. We fail in believing that your good news is for us. We falter in our call to tend your creation. We find our sense of self in material wealth. We fear those different from ourselves. We forget that we are your children and turn away from your love. Forgive us, Blessed One, and assure us again of your saving grace. Amen.

P:  God, in Christ Jesus, has looked with favor upon you! Through the power of the Holy Spirit, ☩ your sins are forgiven. You are children of the Most High, inheritors of the eternal promise, and recipients of divine mercy.
God strengthens you anew to follow the way of peace.
C:  Amen.

Gathering Song: 	My Lord What a Morning 	ELW 438

Greeting

P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit, be with you all!
C: And also with you!

Kyrie

A: In peace, let us pray to the Lord.  C: Lord, have mercy.
A: For the peace from above, and for our salvation, let us pray to the Lord. C: Lord, have mercy.
A: For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the church of God, and for the unity of all, let us pray to the Lord. C: Lord have mercy.
A: For this holy house, and for all who offer here their worship and praise, let us pray to the Lord. 
C: Lord have mercy.
A: Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord. C: Amen.
Prayer of the Day

A:  Let us pray together, 
C: Stir up your power, Lord Christ, and come. By your merciful protection alert us to the threatening dangers of our sins, and redeem us for your life of justice, for you live and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
Amen.


Children’s Message	Annie Slabaugh


First Reading: Jeremiah 33:14-16

In the Old Testament, “righteousness” often has to do with being faithful in relationship. God acts righteously both in punishing Israel for its sin and in having mercy. In today’s reading, Jerusalem’s future name—“The Lord is our righteousness”—proclaims that God is even now working salvation for Israel.

4The days are surely coming, says the Lord, when I will fulfill the promise I made to the house of Israel and the house of Judah. 15In those days and at that time I will cause a righteous Branch to spring up for David; and he shall execute justice and righteousness in the land. 16In those days Judah will be saved and Jerusalem will live in safety. And this is the name by which it will be called: “The Lord is our righteousness.”

L:  The Word of the Lord
C:  Thanks be to God


Gospel Acclamation:  	Wait for the Lord	 ELW 262	

Gospel:  Luke 21:25-36

God will fulfill God’s purposes and, already, hidden signs of that fulfillment abound. On that great day there will be dismay, perplexity, confusion, and terror, but God’s people shall be given strength to stand boldly and receive God’s promised redemption.

P:  A reading from… C:  Glory to You, O Lord.

Jesus said: 25“There will be signs in the sun, the moon, and the stars, and on the earth distress among nations confused by the roaring of the sea and the waves. 26People will faint from fear and foreboding of what is coming upon the world, for the powers of the heavens will be shaken. 27Then they will see ‘the Son of Man coming in a cloud’ with power and great glory. 28Now when these things begin to take place, stand up and raise your heads, because your redemption is drawing near.”
  29Then he told them a parable: “Look at the fig tree and all the trees; 30as soon as they sprout leaves you can see for yourselves and know that summer is already near. 31So also, when you see these things taking place, you know that the kingdom of God is near. 32Truly I tell you, this generation will not pass away until all things have taken place. 33Heaven and earth will pass away, but my words will not pass away.
  34“Be on guard so that your hearts are not weighed down with dissipation and drunkenness and the worries of this life, and that day does not catch you unexpectedly, 35like a trap. For it will come upon all who live on the face of the whole earth. 36Be alert at all times, praying that you may have the strength to escape all these things that will take place, and to stand before the Son of Man.”

P:  The Gospel of the Lord.
C:  Praise to you, O Christ.
Sermon – Pastor Paul


Song of the Day: 	O Come, O Come, Emmanuel (vs 1-4)	ELW 257	

Apostles Creed

I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of Heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried; he descended to the dead. On the third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven, he is seated at the right hand of the Father, and he will come to judge the living and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.


Prayers of the Church / Sign of the Peace 

Offering (encouraged for before or after service, using vase only and not ushers)

Offering Prayer

A: Let us pray.
C: God of our waiting and watching, we offer the gifts of our hearts and our lives to the service of all your people.
Prepare the way before us as we meet you in this simple meal, through Christ Jesus, our pathway and our peace.
Amen.


Words of Institution


Lord’s Prayer

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done, 
on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, 
as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver 
us from evil.  For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever.  Amen.

Communion

Communion Songs: 
	Rejoice, Rejoice Believers	ELW 244
	Fling Wide the Door	ELW 259



Final Blessing

P:  The God of hope fill us with all joy and peace in believing, so that we may abound in hope by the power of the Holy Spirit, through Christ Jesus for whom we wait.
C: Amen.

Sending Song: 	Give Me Oil in My Lamp 	(words below)

Give me oil in my lamp, keep me burning; Give me oil in my lamp, I pray.
Give me oil in my lamp, keep me burning; Keep me burning ‘til the break of day.

Sing hosanna, sing hosanna, sing hosanna to the King of kings! Sing hosanna, sing hosanna, sing hosanna to the King!

Give me joy in my heart, keep me praising; Give me joy in my heart, I pray.
Give me joy in my heart, keep me praising; Keep me praising ‘til the break of day.

Sing hosanna, sing hosanna, sing hosanna to the King of kings! Sing hosanna, sing hosanna, sing hosanna to the King!

Give me peace in my heart, keep me resting; Give me peace in my heart, I pray.
Give me peace in my heart, keep me resting; Keep me resting ‘til the break of day.

Sing hosanna, sing hosanna, sing hosanna to the King of kings! Sing hosanna, sing hosanna, sing hosanna to the King!

Give me love in my heart, keep me serving; Give me love in my heart, I pray.
Give me love in my heart, keep me serving; Keep me serving ‘til the break of day.

Sing hosanna, sing hosanna, sing hosanna to the King of kings! Sing hosanna, sing hosanna, sing hosanna to the King!



Dismissal

A:  Go in peace. Christ is near.
C:  Thanks be to God.
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November 28, 2021

HAPPY BIRTHDAY

11/29—Dale Wentzloff 11/30—Natalee Miller
12/1—John Halstead 12/2—Frank Wall
12/5—Craig Bauer 12/5—Dave Peppler

A COVID update from Council:

“For several months, Grand Traverse County has topped the 14-day average 7% Covid positivity
threshold set up by Council for our current precautions. At the last Council Meeting, it was voted upon
that if the positivity rate rises to 17.5% that Bethlehem will once again require mandatory masks
regardless of vaccination status. This will ensure that we are doing our part to keep our parishioners
and community safe.

Currently, Munson Healthcare has activated Pandemic Response Level Red for the first time in history
(https://www.munsonhealthcare.org/services/community-health/covid19/pandemic-status), as they are
seeing the most Covid cases since last year. At the time of Tuesday's Council vote, the rate was 15%, and
the latest update, as of time of printing, GT County positivity rate is 18.2%, so we ask that ALL
worshippers wear masks. Stay safe, pray for all good things, and see you soon!

-Your Bethlehem Church Council”

Please note that the new Building and Office Hours are: 9:00am — 2:30pm, Monday = Thursday.

CHRISTMAS AT TRAVERSE CITY HIGH SCHOOL IS BACK! Christmas is right around the corner and we
have a list of items needed by the students. Near the gathering space there is a list of items desired.
Please return and place in the box provided BY DECEMBER 12TH. DO NOT WRAP GIFTS. NO HATS OR
SCARVES ARE NEEDED. Thank you for supporting the 22nd year from Bethlehem!

Please consider signing up for Altar Flowers for a Sunday service. You may use the sign-up poster in
the Narthex by signing on the date you request. Then fill out a pink slip with the necessary informati
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2nd place it and a check for $40 (payable to Bethlehem Lutheran Church or BLC) in the offering plate
on Sunday morning (Preferable) or during the week, in the Administration Assistant’s mailbox near
the church office entrance. You may select either “in honor” or “in memory” or “to celebrate”. If
Someone has already signed on the date you would like, feel free to add your name ~ we welcome more
than one on a Sunday.

Today's altar flowers are donated by: Betty Rutila in Honor of the LWR Quilters and the men who help
them with the heavy work. They are also donated in appreciation to all who participated in the WELCA
Thankoffering Sunday

Celebrate a new child in your life with a rose on the baptismal font! Cost $10.00 per rose. Contact
Barbara Oster at beo6475@yahoo.com or 231.668.7038.

Bethlehem is in need of a sanctuary Christmas tree. The tree should be balsam, spruce or fir and not
less than 12 feet tall, and preferable not real wide. We will cut it down and haul it f it is reasonably
accessible to a truck and trailer. Please contact Carl Lehto at 231-223-7187 or 231-944-9640.

Volunteers are needed to ring bells for the Salvation Army at Tom's East Bay Store on December 10
and December 11, 2021 The first shift starts at 11:00 am and the last shift starts at 6:00 pm. Each shift
is 1 hour long. If you are willing to ring, please call Carl Lehto at 231-223-7187 home or 231-944-9640
cell. We need 16 ringers. You can bring a friend with you to ring. Please dress warmly. Masks are not
required but if you choose, you may wear one if you are more comfortable. The needs are greater than
ever, so your help will be appreciated more than ever. Merry Christmas. Thank you.

BAKE SALE APPRECIATION: Many, many thank yous to everyone who donated their time and talents to
make the craft show bake sale such a huge success: from the delicious baked goods to the many
volunteers who made it happen on Saturday. | especially want to thank Barbara Graf who spearheaded
the bake sale and beverage station in my absence. God's blessings to each and every one of you! Nancy
Ammann and Christian Education Committee

Our blog has been renamed “Paths of Hope”. Check it out on the Bethlehem website:
http://www bethlehemte.org/new-blog-paths-of-hope.

GIFTS FOR HOMEBOUND OF BETHLEHEM: On Wednesday, December 1st we will be assembling
19 survival kits' for the homebound of our congregation. All the items will be provided but we will
need help in assembling them. If you are interested in helping with this project, we will begin about
6PM so you can still attend Advent worship at 6:30. Thank You. Christian Education Committee

Annie is looking for a male co-leader for the upcoming CHARGE Event (Friday March 18 - Sunday
March 20 at the Great Welf Lodge) the male co-leader would be staying with the boys who have
registered. Please see Annie after church or reach out to her at annie.slabaugh@bethlehemtc.org for
more information!

CHARGE - Living Water Ministries has made the decision to cancel the Great Lakes Youth Gathering in
January and wil instead combine it with CHARGE this year in a hybrid type event! Therefore, grades for
CHARGE will be 6th - 12th and the event will take place from March 18th - 20th here in Traverse City at
the Great Wolf Lodge! As registration to fills up fast, Annie needs to know who is interested so that we
can figure out cost for families right away. Please let her know if your youth is interested in attending
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CHARGE in 2022, She will send further information such s forms to fill out and what the family cost will
be once we know the total number of people interested!

NATIONAL YOUTH GATHERING - The National Youth Gathering has returned and will be taking
place July 24th - 28th in Minneapolis, MN for grades 8th - 12¢h! If your youth is interested, please let
Annie know. She will then send an email to all interested families with cost info and a form to fill out!

Pecans have been ordered based on the pre-orders we received. We will have a few left of the cases
that we ordered for the Dark Chocolate Pecans, Caramel Clusters and the Plain Pecans. The Cinnamon
Glazed pecans are sold out. If you are interested in any of the remaining pecans including the Plain
Pecans, please contact Barbara Oster at 231.668.7038 or beo6475@yahoo.com. The bags are $12 each
and are perfect for holiday gifts, hostess gifts or just plain munching. Delivery hopefully in early
December. Special Note: A couple of Sundays ago someone told Barbara Oster that she/he wanted to
buy some pecans but because it was not written down, she cannot remember what that order was and
who placed that order. f you want pecans, please call or email Barbara (see above).

The November issue of the STAR is ready. Feel free to check online at www.bethlehemc.org < About Us
> “The Online Bethlehem Star” or type this URL to get these directly: http://www.bethlehemtc.org/the-
bethlehem-star-newsletter.

The BLC community pantry has been the wish of a BLC member who chooses to remain anonymous.
Through his gentle coaxing your current council decided that the time was right for BLC to have its own
pantry due to its unique location. A sturdy cupboard has been purchased, assembled and placed outside
the kitchen door thru a grant from the Trapp family. A huge thank you to everyone who has donated so
generously. Please keep the pantry in mind whenever you are shopping special deals at your favorite
store_If you can get 2 for the price of one, and really don't need an extra, please bring it to church.
There will always be a blue container under the giving table by the mailboxes where you can place
Your extra items. We appreciated your donations, but please check expiration dates if you are
selecting items from your personal cupboard. We do not want to donate “bad” food to “good”
people.

The newest Living Lutheran magazine and the October/November/December Christ in our Home can
be picked up at the welcome table on Sunday mornings, from the STAR box below the outside mailbox,
or during parking lot communion.

The Wednesday morning bible study of Matthew has resumed from 9-11am. Al are welcome. Bring
Your own bible. We read the bible and then talk about what we read. We say a prayer for any needs
that are shared. Come. Join a fellowship. Leader is Barbara Graf.

Quilters need help! We meet on Tuesdays 9:00am-11:00am. It is not traditional quilting. We tie three
layers of fabric together. The “quilts” are sent all over the world when needed by Lutheran World Relief.
Soif you can tie or even cut, please join us on Tuesday mornings.

The outdoor “Shooting STAR Dispenser” at BLC is now full with several paper publications, including the
November STAR and the current week's worship folder/bulletin. If you would like a copy of a DVD,
please contact the church and one will be produced for you
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"Zoom Book Study” gathering via Zoom will continue on Wednesdays from 1:30pm until about 3:00pm.
Besides the thought-provoking discussions, we also have great conversation and fellowship. For this
series, we will discuss the Gospel of Matthew. Please contact Pr. Paul if you are interested in joining.

A big thank you to all who turned in their Olesons’ receipts to Bethlehem. We just received a check
from them for $179.90. So far this year, we have received $435.52 total from Olesons’ receipts. Please
continue to turn in your Olesons’ receipts to Bethlehem. Thanks again.

Have something important going on at Bethlehem that you'd like others to know about? Maybe a Small Group?
AClub Event? Feature it on the Screen Announcements and on our Facebook Events Page!_If there is something
jou'd like featured or included for either Screen Announcements or Facebook Events please reach out to Annie at

annie slabaugh@bethlehemtc.org.

Bethlehem sends weekly emails directly to your inbox with important announcements and
information! If you are not getting them for any reason or if you have something you'd like to have

added please reach out to Annie at annie slabaugh@bethlehemtc.org.

Still time to Pledge...paper-free!

There me to pledge, and your stewardship committee is making it ea:
next step to help our BLC ministry! See www.bethlehemtc.org/pledge

r than ever to take that

The church calendar has returned below. Please be sure to notify the office (admin@bethlehemtc.org
7.9880) to be sure that your grouj

CALENDAR Wednesday, December 1
Bulletin articles due today.
Sunday, November 28 9:00am—Bible Study (YR)
10:00am—Worship Service (s) 11:30am—Music Rehearsal (5)
11:00am—Parking Lot Communion 1:30pm—Zoom Bible Study
11:00am—Bell Rehearsal (5) 6:00pm—Bell Choir Rehearsal ()

7:30pm—Choir Rehearsal (5)
Monday, November 29
5:00pm—All-Star DE Thursday, December 2
5:30pm—ACOA (GS)
Tuesday, November 30

9:00am—LWR Quilters (FH) Sunday, December 5
9:00am—Property Work Group 10:00am—Worship Service (S)

0am—Staff Meeting (CR) 11:00am—Parking Lot Communion
11:00am—Bell Choir Rehearsal (5)




