[image: ]Fourteenth Sunday after Pentecost
August 29, 2021 – 10am
Modern Worship, ELW Setting 4


Prelude Music

Announcements

Confession and Forgiveness

P:  Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, the God of manna, the God of miracles, the God of mercy.
C:  Amen.

P: Drawn to Christ and seeking God’s abundance, let us confess our sin.

Silence is kept for reflection.

P:  God, our provider,
C: …help us. It is hard to believe there is enough to share. We question your ways when they differ from the ways
of the world in which we live. We turn to our own understanding rather than trusting in you. We take offense at your teachings and your ways. Turn us again to you. Where else can we turn? Share with us the words of eternal life and feed us for life in the world. Amen.

P:  Beloved people of God: in Jesus, the manna from heaven, you are fed and nourished. By Jesus, the worker of miracles, there is always more than enough. Through Jesus, ☩ the bread of life, you are shown God’s mercy:
you are forgiven and loved into abundant life.
C:  Amen.

Gathering Song: Amazing Grace (My Chains are Gone)

Amazing grace…how sweet…the sound…that saved…a wretch…like me.
I once…was lost…but now…I’m found…was blind…but now…I see.

‘Twas grace…that taught…my heart…to fear…and grace…my fears…relieved.
How precious did…that grace…appear…the hour…I first…believed.

My chains are gone. I’ve been set free, my God, my Savior…has ransomed me.
And like a flood…His mercy rains…unending love…amazing grace.

The Lord…has promised…good…to me…His word…my hope…secures.
He will…my shield…and portion be…as long…as life…endures.

My chains are gone. I’ve been set free, my God, my Savior… has ransomed me.
And like a flood…His mercy rains…unending love…amazing grace. 
My chains are gone. I’ve been set free, my God, my Savior… has ransomed me.
And like a flood…His mercy rains…unending love…amazing grace. 

The earth…shall soon…dissolve…like snow…the sun…forbear…to shine.
But God…who called…me here…below…will be…forever mine…
…will be…forever mine. You are…forever mine.
Greeting

P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit, be with you all!
C: And also with you!

Kyrie

A: In peace, let us pray to the Lord.  C: Lord, have mercy.
A: For the peace from above, and for our salvation, let us pray to the Lord. C: Lord, have mercy.
A: For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the church of God, and for the unity of all, let us pray to the Lord. C: Lord have mercy.
A: For this holy house, and for all who offer here their worship and praise, let us pray to the Lord. 
C: Lord have mercy.
A: Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord. C: Amen.


Prayer of the Day

A:  Let us pray together, 
C:  O God our strength, without you we are weak and wayward creatures. Protect us from all dangers that attack us from the outside, and cleanse us from all evil that arises from within ourselves, that we may be preserved through your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.
Amen.

First Reading: Deuteronomy 4:1-2, 6-9

The Israelites believed the law was a divine gift that provided guidelines for living out the covenant. Moses commands the people to obey the law and to neither add to nor subtract from it. The Israelites are also to teach the law to their children and their children’s children.

1So now, Israel, give heed to the statutes and ordinances that I am teaching you to observe, so that you may live to enter and occupy the land that the Lord, the God of your ancestors, is giving you. 2You must neither add anything to what I command you nor take away anything from it, but keep the commandments of the Lord your God with which I am charging you. 6You must observe them diligently, for this will show your wisdom and discernment to the peoples, who, when they hear all these statutes, will say, “Surely this great nation is a wise and discerning people!” 7For what other great nation has a god so near to it as the Lord our God is whenever we call to him? 8And what other great nation has statutes and ordinances as just as this entire law that I am setting before you today?  9But take care and watch yourselves closely, so as neither to forget the things that your eyes have seen nor to let them slip from your mind all the days of your life; make them known to your children and your children’s children.

L:  The Word of the Lord
C:  Thanks be to God


Psalm: Psalm 15

1Lord, who may dwell in your tabernacle? Who may abide upon your holy hill?
2Those who lead a blameless life and do what is right, who speak the truth from their heart;
 
3they do not slander with the tongue, they do no evil to their friends; they do not cast discredit upon a neighbor.
4In their sight the wicked are rejected, but they honor those who fear the Lord. They have sworn upon their health and do not take back their word.
 
5They do not give their money in hope of gain, nor do they take bribes against the innocent. Those who do these things shall never be overthrown. 

Gospel Acclamation: Alleluia								Sinclair

Alleluia, alleluia, 
alleluia, alleluia. 
Alleluia, alleluia,
alleluia, alleluia.


Gospel:  Mark 7:1-8, 14-15, 21-23

Mark’s gospel depicts Jesus as challenging traditional ways in which religious people determine what is pure or impure. For Jesus, the observance of religious practices cannot become a substitute for godly words or deeds that spring from a faithful heart.

P:  A reading from… C:  Glory to You, O Lord.

1Now when the Pharisees and some of the scribes who had come from Jerusalem gathered around [Jesus], 2they noticed that some of his disciples were eating with defiled hands, that is, without washing them. 3(For the Pharisees, and all the Jews, do not eat unless they thoroughly wash their hands, thus observing the tradition of the elders; 4and they do not eat anything from the market unless they wash it; and there are also many other traditions that they observe, the washing of cups, pots, and bronze kettles.) 5So the Pharisees and the scribes asked him, “Why do your disciples not live according to the tradition of the elders, but eat with defiled hands?” 6He said to them, “Isaiah prophesied rightly about you hypocrites, as it is written, ‘This people honors me with their lips, but their hearts are far from me; 7in vain do they worship me, teaching human precepts as doctrines.’ 8You abandon the commandment of God and hold to human tradition.” 14Then he called the crowd again and said to them, “Listen to me, all of you, and understand: 15there is nothing outside a person that by going in can defile, but the things that come out are what defile.” 21For it is from within, from the human heart, that evil intentions come: fornication, theft, murder, 22adultery, avarice, wickedness, deceit, licentiousness, envy, slander, pride, folly. 23All these evil things come from within, and they defile a person.”

P:  The Gospel of the Lord.
C:  Praise to you, O Christ.


Sermon – Pastor Paul


Song of the Day: Oh That the Lord Would Guide My Ways (please see back page for music)


Apostles Creed

I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of Heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried; he descended to the dead. On the third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven, he is seated at the right hand of the Father, and he will come to judge the living and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.


Prayers of the Church / Sign of the Peace 

Offering

Offering Prayer

A: Let us pray.
C: Jesus, Bread of life, you have set this table with your very self, and called us to the feast of plenty. Gather what has been sown among us, and strengthen us in this meal. Make us to be what we receive here, your body for the life of the world.
Amen.


Words of Institution


Lord’s Prayer

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done, 
on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, 
as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver 
us from evil.  For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever.  Amen.

Communion

Communion Songs: 
	As We Gather at your Table  (please see back page for music)	
As the Grains of Wheat  (please see back page for music)

Final Blessing

P:  The blessing of God, who provides for us, feeds us, and journeys with us, ☩ be upon you now and forever.

Sending Song: I Saw the Light

I wandered so aimless, life filled with sin, I wouldn’t let my dear Savior in. Then Jesus came like a stranger in the night. Praise the Lord! I saw the light!

I saw the light, I saw the light, No more in darkness, no more in night. And now I’m so happy, no sorrow in sight
Praise the Lord! I saw the light!

Just like a blind man I wandered along, worries and fears I claimed for my own; Then, like the blind man that gave back his sight – Praise the Lord!

I saw the light, I saw the light, No more in darkness, no more in night. And now I’m so happy, no sorrow in sight
Praise the Lord! I saw the light!

I was a fool to wander and stray, straight is the gate and narrow the way. Now I have traded the wrong for the right.
Praise the Lord! I saw the light!

I saw the light, I saw the light, no more in darkness, no more in night. And now I’m so happy, no sorrow in sight.
Praise the Lord! I saw the light!

I saw the light, I saw the light, no more in darkness, no more in night. and now I’m so happy, no sorrow in sight.
Praise the Lord! I saw the light!


Dismissal

A:  Go in peace. You are the body of Christ.
C:  Thanks be to God.
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Bethlehem

LUTHERAN CHURCH

1050 Peninsula Drive
Traverse City, MI 49686
(231) 947-9880

‘www.bethlehemtc.org

August 29, 2021

HAPPY BIRTHDAY

8/30—8ill Froehlich 8/30—8onnie Gamble
9/1—Mary Belle Woodring 9/1—Marilyn DuMond
9/a—Barb Svalstad 9/5—Dennis Merrifield
9/5—Gail Goldsmith 9/5—1acob Graf

Bethlehem has discontinued the sign-in process for contact tracing. Masks will continue to be
optional for vaccinated persons, but required for non-vaccinated persons.

Please note that the new Building and Office Hours are: 9:00am — 2:30pm, Monday = Thursday.

Please consider signing up for Altar Flowers for a Sunday service. You may use the sign-up poster in
the Narthex by signing on the date you request. Then fill out a pink slip with the necessary information
and place it and a check for $40 (payable to Bethlehem Lutheran Church or BLC) in the Administration
Assistant’s mailbox near the church office entrance or in the offering plate. You may select either “in
honor” or “in memory” or “to celebrate”. If someone has already signed on the date you would like, feel
free to add your name — we welcome more than one on a Sunday.

Today's altar flowers are donated by: Dan and Laura Hahn in Memory of Roy and Arline Stowe

Celebrate a new child in your life with a rose on the baptismal font! Cost $10.00 per rose. Contact
Barbara Oster at beo6475@yahoo.com or (231) 668—7038.

Someone left a lace tablecloth on Barbara Oster’s desk in the church of Would that person please
call her at the church office — 947-9880 as she does not know what she is to do with it.

BLC's Art & Craft Show has returned for 2021. Mark your calendar for Nov. 6%. The show will feature
50 local & original handcrafted artists and crafters.
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1f you would like to give 3 gift to Annie Slabaugh for her new son, Caleb, gift cards would be a great
choice. Annie and Trent really like Target or a website called buybuybaby.com (can use Bed Bath and
Beyond gift cards). If you would like to drop off your gift in the church office, we will see that she
receives it

Sept 12 will be 2 special day in the life of our church, so please join us if at all possible:
*Installation of council members for 2021-2022
*Dedication of Sacred Grounds on east side of building
*outdoor ice cream social after the service to which members of the surrounding area have been
invited
*Start-up of BLC 24/7 Food Pantry..please consider bringing 2 staple food item in appreciation for
the ice cream treat
Our thanks to Thrivent financial for the grant to sponsor our outreach to the community for the Ice
cream social in addition to the Trapp family grant which allowed for the building of the pantry and wil
assist with providing food.

BLC Book club continues to meet the 4th Tues of the month at 5:30 on ZOOM. There is a change for
the book for this month. It will be “Educated” by Westover. The book bag was available from the library
50 there are copies in a plastic bin outside the front door of church. There are additional copies so if you
need one, or want to be added to the ZOOM List contact Cindy Monroe at Cmonroe@chartermi.net.

The newest Living Lutheran magazine can be picked up at the welcome table on Sunday mornings, from
the STAR box below the outside mailbox, or during parking lot communion.

The August issue of the STAR is ready!  Feel free to check online at www.bethlehemtc.org < About Us >
“The Online Bethlehem Star” or type this URL to get these directly: http://www.bethlehemte.org/the-
bethlehem-star-newsletter. The September Star should be published on September 5t

The outdoor “Shooting STAR Dispenser” at BLC is now full with several paper publications, including the August
STAR and the current week's worship folder/bulletin. If you would like a copy of a DVD, please contact the church
and one will be produced for you.

"Zoom Book Study” is taking a summer break and will start up again in the Fall. Lok for details then to join the
group.

A big thank you to all who turned in their Olesons’ receipts to Bethlehem. We just received a check from them
for $179.90. So far this year, we have received $435.52 total from Olesons’ receipts. Please continue to turn in
Your Olesons’ receipts to Bethlehem. Thanks again.

Our blog is undergoing a revamp and will be named “Paths of Hope”. Be on the lookout soon for more detailed
information.

Bethlehem sends weekly emails directly to your inbox with important announcements and information! If you
are not getting them for any reason or if you have something you'd like to have added please reach out to Annie
at annie slabaugh@bethlehemtc.org.
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EUN Ministry! Recycle Altar Flowers! Meet People! New Faces and New Places! This Ministry will Help BLC

grow! This Ministry promotes Caring and Compassion! Come Join Our Team for the Jesus Love Theme - 999
Set your own time. Be Creative. Call Kathi Ivany for more information. 231 313 1647

Have something important going on at Bethlehem that you'd like others to know about? Maybe a Small Group?
AClub Event? Feature it on the Screen Announcements and on our Facebook Events Page! If there is something
jou'd like featured or included for either Screen Announcements or Facebook Events please reach out to Annie at

annie slabaugh@bethlehemtc.org,

The church calendar has returned below. Please be sure to notify the office (admin@bethlehemtc.org or 231-
947-9880) to be sure that your group is on the calendar.

5:00am—Property Work Group
9:45am—Staff Meeting (CR)
10:00am—Marleen Baesch Visitation
11:00am—Marleen Baesch Funeral (5)
12:00pm—Mearleen Baesch Luncheon (FH)
6:00pm—Christian Ed meeting (FH)

Wednesday, September 1

Bulletin articles due

Thursday, September 2
5:30pm—ACOA (LL)
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